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Topics

COVID 19 and 
Recommendations for Annual    
ARDS, Instructional Design

Data (Where it begins)

Tips and Resources for User 
Friendly Recommendations
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COVID 19 
Supports: 
Key 
Messages

• Stay student focused….What you do to help 
parents, helps kids! 
• Special Education Staff need to reach out to 

parents to discuss student needs.  
• Be a resource and connect parents to 

resources, services, and supports.
• Listen and communicate.
• Promote a life balance for parents and 

students:  school/work time, family time, care 
for self, and virtual social time with others.
• Encourage parents! They are doing the best 

they can in unprecedented circumstances. 
• Be a consultant.
• Advocate for kids and their families!
• Lead, Serve and Inspire!
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COVID 
Resources:  
Help Parents 
with Online 
Learning

https://www.ncld.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/03/A-Parents-Guide-
to-Virtual-Learning-4-Actions-To-Improve-
your-Childs-Experience-with-Online-
Learning.pdf

https://www.controlaltachieve.com/2016/10/
special-needs-extensions.html

https://chadd.org/when-children-with-adhd-
attend-school-from-home-an-experts-tips/
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https://www.ncld.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/A-Parents-Guide-to-Virtual-Learning-4-Actions-To-Improve-your-Childs-Experience-with-Online-Learning.pdf
https://www.controlaltachieve.com/2016/10/special-needs-extensions.html
https://chadd.org/when-children-with-adhd-attend-school-from-home-an-experts-tips/
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Assessment is the CORE 
of all Recommendations
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Describe Evidence
Explain

Present 
Levels of 

Performance

Unique 
Needs of 
student

Foundation 
for 

Educational 
Programing

Data
Role of Data for 

Recommendations
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Comprehensive 
Data Collection

Comprehensive does not 
mean test everything!

Gather data in all areas 
of suspected disability.

Gather data to 
determine areas of 

”related need” versus 
signs and symptoms of 

the suspected disability.
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Formative Assessments

Classroom data (summative assessment) can provide 
a wealth of information that supports 
recommendations.

Formative Assessment is a process used by teachers 
during instruction that provides feedback to adjust 
ongoing teaching and learning to improve student 
achievement of intended instructional outcomes. 
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Classroom Data

If done correctly, formative data will provide 
information about:
• Individual cognitive processes in “real time”
•Student self- selection about what the student 

processes and learns
•Prior knowledge and beliefs of student
•Active involvement in own learning

Will answer the instructional questions:
1. What progress towards instructional goals are being 

made?
2. What next steps will take student closer to learning 

goal?
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Collaborative FIE team members should have 
knowledge and training in the following: 

• TEKS
• Critical components of reading, math, written 

expression instruction 
• Culturally sensitive instructional issues 
• Evidence-based instructional materials and 

practices
• Types of assessments and appropriate use
• Availability of school and community resources
• Positive behavior support system  
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Aligning  Data to Recommendations
• PLC’s…. Are you ever invited?
• RtI …. How do you get the data?
•What about our ELL and Bilingual students?

üDibels/IDEL
üAimsWeb/MIDE
üBAS/DRA/EDL
üCORE, STAR 360

•What data is easily collated and presented?
• Do you have access to your district data systems other than 

SPED?

One thing is for certain much of the data used to 
drive good instructional practices and 
recommendations are not gathered necessarily by 
the SPED Evaluator…. And the staff that do collect 
the data are not statisticians!
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RIOT Rule of “2”

Judging 
Good data

Integrate Validate
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R I O T 

Review of Records
School
Medical
Parent Provided
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R I O T

Interviews
Parent
Teacher(s)
Student
Outside providers
Others: Grandparents, day 
care, after care, etc.
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R I O T 

Observations
Area of difficulty
Area of strength
Non-structured
Other (daycare, aftercare, 
etc.)
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•Observations (Define)
•Purpose
•Types (systematic data, narrative-based, 
event/incident recording, …)

How do you change these based on referral 
concerns, hypotheses,  classification, … 

16
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R  I O T

Test (Multiple sources)
Reliable and Valid
Balance of formal and informal
”Real time” learning aligned to 
TEKS (CBA’s, RtI data, etc.).
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Useful Information for 
Recommendations

• Instruction

• Curriculum     

• Environment

• Learner
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What is being taught & Assessed 

How we teach  

Context where learning is to 
occur
Characteristics intrinsic to the 
Student in relation to  the 
concern

18



4/8/20

10

ICEL

Consider the 
impact of each 

domain 
relative to the 

“problem”

Environment

Learner

Instruction

Curric
ulum
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How Do I Know What Rec’s to Select?

Data must be useful!
1.  Useful is objective (adequate)

It provides accurate and specific information about 
student performance, AND

2.  Useful is comprehensive (scope) 
It provides information from all areas impacted by the 
student’s disability, AND

3.  Useful is operationally defined (utility)
It provides information in such a way it is possible to 
design specialized instruction and cannot be 
interpreted in multiple ways.   
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What If……

….. reports were graded, like a high school or 
college paper? What would be the criteria for 

success? 
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Other People’s Reports

You read a lot of reports that are from other 
districts, other states, or private practitioners. 

What is it about those reports that you 
don’t like? 
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Rule of Thumb

KEEP IT SIMPLE!
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Questions to Consider 

•Which areas (academic and/or functional) 
interfere most with the student’s ability to access 
or progress in the general education curriculum?

•Which academic area(s) of challenge, if addressed, 
would be most helpful to student in accessing and 
progressing in the general education curriculum?

•Which areas of academic need has the student 
learned to compensate for?
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Steps for Intervention Design

1. Organize your data sources.
2. Determine strengths and weaknesses consistent 

across data sources.
3. Re-review previous intervention successes and 

failures.
4. Identify initial target(s) for intervention- should be 

focused and specific to individual needs.
5. Integrate information and design recommendation 

of intervention.
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Danger Zone
•Recommendations being too general or explaining 

results poorly creates many problems and confusion 
for readers. 
•Citing numerous general recommendations will not 

be practical for the school, teacher, or parents. 
•Writing a recommendation that contains jargon that 

no one other than you understands is also useless. 
•Completing an extremely lengthy report in an 

attempt to be too comprehensive will result only in 
losing your reader. 
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Writing Recommendations: User-Friendly

“Educators generally find psychoeducational reports 
useless” (Chidsey-Brown & Steege, 2005, p. 268). 

Instead of adhering to a rigid format, assessment 
personnel should be flexible and tailor designs to 
individual student (& teacher).
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Tips  for Increasing the Probability that 
Teachers Will Use Your Recommendations 

1) Reduce jargon.  Reports should 
be easy to read and free of 
jargon. 

ü(What does Divergent mean? 
Normative deficit?)

üWho do you want to read your 
reports? 

üTo what extent do your potential 
readers understand your jargon? 

What words do you routinely use that 
fit this concern?
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Tips

2) Focus on referral question(s)

A good referral question directs the 
assessment activities in a focused 
manner (remember, it’s not just 
about eligibility). This lends for 
natural recommendations.

üTies assessment to this student’s 
needs. 

üAlerts readers to purpose 
(advanced organizer) 
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Tips …
3) Individualize content. 

This may sound strange, but many report 
recommendations are generic. 

This is especially true when the 
recommendations are many (and 
bulleted)

Randomly pull some of your reports … 
how many recommendations are 
customized using students name with 
examples of how to implement for the 
student.
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Tips …

4) Focus on strengths.

Strengths are best used to recommend 
teaching/learning strategies.

Many give lip service to strengths but don’t 
catalog them as they do deficits. 
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Final Tip

5) Make specific, concrete 
recommendations 

Recommendations should be linked to 
referral questions 

Concrete, pragmatic, feasible, 
understandable and
Individualized

If I came to your district and randomly 
pulled FIE’s what would I see?
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Thoughts  
• Keep in mind that the 

recommendations should be 
practical enough and explained in 
such a way that the reader will have 
no problem following through. 
• This more detailed 

recommendation provides the 
reader with specific direction. 
• Keep recommendations to 2-3 high 

yield teaching/learning strategies 
and 1-2 on specific skill building 
needed (weaknesses found in 
assessment).
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Recommendations Aligned to RIOT DATA

Instruction Curriculum Environment Learner

Teacher strategies 
for delivery of 

content

Materials aligned 
to grade and 

student 
instructional levels

Strategies and 
interventions that 

increase 
academic 

engagement .

Individualized and 
student specific 

accommodations,  
and 

Learning 
strategies
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A Few Thoughts on 
the G’s

•What learning styles and 
strategies can we 
capitalize on to facilitate 
pace?
•What learning strategies 

can we capitalize on for 
addressing memory 
deficits?
•What learning strategies 

will aid student in 
retrieval for fluency?
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Recommendations Based Upon 
Academic Skill Needs
Andrea Ogonosky Resource Toolkit
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Skill Deficit Learning Hierarchy

1. Acquisition:  Accuracy level that students are 
able to perform a skill

2. Rate:  Quick, effortless manner students are 
able to perform a task

3. Generalization:  Applying the skill in various 
texts.

Daly, Skinner, & Chafeleous, 20053
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Example : Clear, feasible individualized  recommendations

•Carla has weak phonetic skills. Based on the current 
reading assessment  she needs continued small group 
instruction and practice with decoding irregular vowels.

•Jack can currently read and spell the first 250 sight words 
in the Frye  site word list. Continued practice with the 
next 100 words will improve  his fluency and accuracy in 
both reading andwriting.

•Jose has demonstrated excellent leadership skills and he is 
well liked by his peers. Encouraging Student  to join clubs 
and/ or sports teams in middle school will help to
continue his success with peer relationships.
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aogonosky@msn.com

Andrea Ogonosky, Ph.D.
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